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Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

It  is  my  privilege’  to  present  once  again  the  Annual  Health 
Report  for  the  District  for  the  year  1963.  As  you  will  see 
from  the  general  statistics  in  the  body  of  the  Report,  the 
population  is  estimated  to  have  risen  to'  over  29,000,  the  birth 
rate  to  18.9  pe’r  thousand,  and  the  death  rate  to  have  been 
maintained  at  the  same  figures  as  in  the  previous  year.  The 
increased  birth  rate  has  presented  problems  especially  from 
the  point  of  view  of  providing  sufficient  hospital  accommod¬ 
ation  and  domiciliary  nursing  care',  but  I  am  glad  to  be  able 
to  report  that  the  efforts  of  all  concerned  have  overcome 
these  problems  satisfactorily. 

The  District  continues  to  develop  by  substantial  building 
of  new  dwellings  to  such  an  extent  that  the  faces  of  many 
parishes  have  been  completely  transformed.  We  welcome 
the  newcomers  to'  our  community  and  congratulate  them  on 
realising  their  ambition  to'  live  in  a  pleasant  part  of  York¬ 
shire. 

One  of  the  ways  in  which  the  infusion  of  new  people  in 
the  Rural  community  has  made  itself  felt  has  been  the  in¬ 
terest  shown  in  local  affairs,  both  political  and  social,  and  I 
cannot  believe'  that  this  interest  has  not  added  to  the  fulness 
of  life  of  many  long-time  residents  here. 

The'  area  has  seen  nothing  outstanding  in  the  way  of 
epidemic  disease,  and  it  was  pleasing  to  hear  the  commend¬ 
ation  on  the  perinatal  mortality  figures  for  the  Rural  Area 
which  were  published  in  consequence  of  the  report  of  the' 
Birthday  Trust. 

In  the  main  body  of  the  report  I  have  not  been  able  to 
include  the  comments  of  the  Engineer  and  Surveyor  on  the 
sanitary  circumstances  of  the  area  because  he  is  away  on 
holiday  at  the  time  the  report  is  being  written,  and  I  am 
anxious  to  get  it  into  the  hands  of  the  printe'rs.  I  am  sure 
Mr.  Wellings  will  concur  with  the  observations  I  have  made, 
especially  with  regard  to  the  need  to  proceed  more  speedily 
to  deal  with  the  outstanding  sewerage  problems  in  the  area. 
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From  time  to  time  we  have  had  to  investigate  Brucellosis 
in  milking  herds,  and  I  want  to  express  appreciation  of 
the  work  of  the  Animal  Health  Division  of  the  Ministry  of 
Agriculture  and  especially  my  colleague  Mr.  Sinclair,  the 
Veterinary  Officer  of  Le'eds,  for  the  ready  way  in  which  he 
undertakes  his  work  of  investigation  to.  enable  me  to  do  my 
job  administratively  in  clearing  the  herd  of  disease.  1  also 
want  to  say  how  much  I  appreciate  the  co-operation  of  the 
farmers  who  have  the  misfortune  to  get  this  infection  among 
their  cattle.  I  invariably  find  a  farmer  will  follovc  my  sug¬ 
gestions  to  the  letter  to  safeguard  his  herd  and  at  the  same 
time  to  protect  the  public  health.  Perhaps  I  am  fortunate'  in 
this  area  in  that  I  do  not  remember  dealing  with  a  farmer 
who  was  not  willing  to  follow  the  advice  he  was  given  on 
either  pasturisation  or  slaughter  as  befitted  the  merits  of  the 
case. 

Preparing  tO'  write  the  report,  and  especially  this  letter, 
to  yourself  and  Members  of  the  Council,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  got 
to  thinking  of  the  long  service  you  have  given  to  public  affairs 
in  the  Tadcaster  District,  and  from  the're  I  started  to  remem¬ 
ber  the  long  service  given  by  most  other  Chief  Officers  in 
the  Council’s  service.  Thinking  along  these  lines  made  me 
appreciate  more  and  more'  how  much  the  Health  Department 
owes  to  the  ready  assistance  we  receive  from  members  of 
the  Council  and  its  Officers.  I  should  like  to  express  appreci¬ 
ation  for  this  help  very  sincerely,  and  at  the  same  time  I 
should  like  to  say  to  my  own  Staff  in  the  Divisional  Office 
and  at  the  periphery,  that  the  year’s  work  could  not  have 
been  carried  out  unless  the  team  spirit  so  constantly  displayed 
had  continued. 

I  am,  Mr.  Chairman, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

RONALD  G.  SMITHSON, 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


6 


PART  1.  REPORT  OF  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 


1.  GENERAL  STATISTICS 

Area  in  Acres  . .  ....  72,9%7 

Population,  1961  Census  ....  .  ....  26,695 

Population,  Registrar-General’s  Estimate,  Mid-1963  . .  29,090 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses . .  .  9,734 

Rateable  Value,  31.3.64 .  £857,153 

Product  of  Id.  Rate,  31.3.64  (Estimated)  ...,  .  £3,300 

District  Council  General  Rate,  1963/64  ....  2/2 

County  Council  General  Rate,  1963/64  . .  7/6 

2.  EXTRACT  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR 

Male  Female  Total 

Live  Births :  Legitimate  .  266  266  532 

Illegitimate  . .  ....  14  6  20 

280  272  552 


Birth  Rate  per  thousand  population  . <  . ,  19.0 

Illegitimate  live  births  represent  3.5  per  cent,  of  total  births. 

Stillbirths,  11.  Rate  per  thousand  total  births  ....  .  19.5 

Deaths  of  infants  under  one  year: 

All  infants  per  thousand  live  births  (13)  .  23.6 

Legitimate  infants  per  thousand  legitimate  live  births  (11)  20.6 

Neo-Natal  Mortality  Rate  (Deaths  under  4  weeks  per  thousand 

total  live  births  (8)  .  14.5 

Early  Neo-Natal  Mortality  Rate  (Deaths  under  1  week  per 

thousand  total  live  births  (7)  ....  .  12.7 

Perinatal  Mortality  Rate  (Stillbirths  and  deaths  under  1  week 

combined  per  thousand  total  live  and  stillbirths  (18)  .....  32.0 

Number  of  women  dying  in,  or  in  consequence  of  childbirth  was  Nil 

Total  Deaths  from  all  causes,  308. 

Crude  Death  Rate  per  thousand  population  . ....  10.6 

Adjusted  Standardised  Death  Rate  per  thousand  population  ....  12.0 

Death  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  ....  . .  ....  ....  ....  54 

Deaths  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  (all  ages)  . .  ....  1 

Deaths  from  Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  (all  ages)  ....  ....  Nil 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages) . .  . .  ....  .  Nil 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough . .  ....  .  Nil 

Deaths  from  Gastritis,  Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea  (all  ages)  ....  1 
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TADCASTER  RURAL  DISTRICT 

COMPARABLE  VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  THE 

YEAR  1963 

Based  on  the  Registrar-General’s  Figures 


BIRTH  RATE. 

(Per  1,000  estimated  population) 
DEATH  RATES. 

(All  per  1,000  estimated  population) 

All  Causes  . . 

Infective  and  Para.  Dis.  excl. 
Tub.  but  incl.  Syphilis  and 
other  V.D.  . 

Tuberculosis,  Respiratory 

Tuberculosis,  Other  . 

Cancer  . 

Vascular  Lesion  of  the 
Nervous  System  . 

Heart  and  Circulatory 

Respiratory  Diseases  . . 

Maternal  Mortality  (Deaths  of 
mothers  in  childbirth  per 
1.000  live  and  stillborths)  .... 

Infant  Mortality  . 


Tadcaster 

Aggregate 

West 

Riding 

West 

Riding 

England 

Rural 

Rural 

Admin. 

and 

District 

District 

County 

Wales 

19.0 

18.8 

18.2 

18.2 

10.6 

10.2 

12.0 

12.2 

Nil 

0.04 

0.04 

* 

0.03 

0.04 

0.06 

0.06 

Nil 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

1.86 

1.70 

1.94 

2.18 

1.27 

1.43 

1.85 

* 

4.61 

3.86 

4.53 

* 

1.20 

1.19 

1.57 

* 

Nil 

0.32 

0.45 

0.28 

23.6 

23.2 

23.0 

20.9 

*  Figures  not  available. 
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COMPARABLE  VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  TADCASTER  RURAL  DISTRICT 

FROM  1949  TO  DATE 
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CAUSES  OF  CIVILIAN  DEATHS 


Re  gi  s  t  r  ar  -  General’ s  Abridged  List  of  Causes  of  Death  in 
the  District  during  1963 

Number 


Cause 

Male 

Female 

Total 

1. 

Tuberculosis  (Respiratory) 

1 

_ 

1 

2. 

Tuberculosis  (Other) 

_ 

_ 

3. 

Syphilitic  Disease .  ....,  ...„ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

4. 

Diphtheria  . 

_ 

_ 

_ 

5. 

Whooping  Cough . . . 

_ 

_ 

___ 

6. 

Meningococcal  Infection 

— 

_ 

_ 

7. 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  . . 

_ 

_ 

_ 

8. 

Measles 

- 

_ 

__ 

9. 

Other  Infective  and  Parasitic  Diseases 

.  ■  . 

_ 

_ 

10. 

Malignant  Neoplasm  (Stomach) 

6 

2 

8 

11. 

Malignant  Neoplasm  (Lung,  Bronchus) 

11 

4 

15 

12. 

Malignant  Neoplasm  (Breast) 

— 

1 

1 

13. 

Malignant  Neoplasm  (Uterus) 

— 

4 

4 

14. 

Other  Malignant  and  Lymphatic  Neoplasms 

16 

8 

24 

15. 

Leukaemia  (Aleukaemia)  . . 

1 

1 

2 

16. 

Diabetes  . 

_ 

_ 

_ 

17. 

Vascular  Lesions  of  Nervous  System 

12 

25 

37 

18. 

Coronary  Disease,  Angina  . 

46 

34 

80 

19. 

Hypertension  with  Heart  Disease 

5 

2 

7 

20. 

Other  Heart  Disease 

12 

23 

35 

21. 

Other  Circulatory  Disease  . ., 

6 

6 

12 

22. 

Influenza  . 

2 

1 

3 

23. 

Pneumonia  .....  . . 

14 

4 

18 

24. 

Bronchitis  . .  ..... 

10 

3 

13 

25. 

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  System  . 

1 

— 

1 

26. 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum  . 

— 

— 

_ 

27. 

Gastritis,  Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea  . 

1 

_ 

1 

28. 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis  ...,  . 

— 

1 

1 

29. 

Hyperplasia  of  Prostate . . 

1 

— 

1 

30. 

Pregnancy,  Childbirth,  Abortion  . . 

— 

— 

— 

31. 

Congenital  Malformations  .....  . 

3 

1 

4 

32. 

Other  Defined  and  Ill-defined  Diseases 

12 

10 

22 

33. 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents  . 

7 

— 

7 

34. 

All  other  Accidents  . 

7 

3 

10 

35. 

Suicide  . 

i 

— 

1 . 

36. 

Homicide  and  Operations  of  War  . 

175 

133 

308 

From  the  Registrar-General’s  list  of  causes  of  death  in 
the  District  during  1963  it  will  be  seen  that  the  most  frequent 
causes  of  death,  the  number  of  deaths  so  registered  and  the 
corresponding  death  rates  per  thousand  population  were  : 

1.  Heart  and  Circulatory  ....  134  deaths  equivalent  to  a  death  rate  of  4.61 

2.  Cancer  .....  54  deaths  equivalent  to  a  death  rate  of  1.86 

3.  Intra  Cranial  Vascular 

Lesions  .  37  deaths  equivalent  to  a  death  rate  of  1.27 

4.  Pneumonia  .  18  deaths  equivalent  to  a  death  rate  of  0.62 

5.  Bronchitis  .  13  deaths  equivalent  to  a  death  rate  of  0.44 
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The  total  number  of  deaths  of  residents  in  the  District 
during  1963  show  an  increase'  of  14  as  compared  with  the 
previous  year,  and  the  most  striking  single  cause  of  increase 
related  to  the  15  deaths  from  Lung  Cancer,  divided  as  to  11 
in  men  and  4  in  women.  After  a  report  last  year  of  a  fall  in 
the  incidence'  of  Lung  Cancer  the  figure  for  1963  is  all  the 
more  regrettable.  Similarly,  deaths  from  Coronary  Disease's 
have  increased  by  nearly  25%,  and  one  is  led  to  wonder 
whether  there  is  here  again  a  relationship  between  the  effect 
of  tobacco  and  the  death  rate. 

The  point  can  be  made  that  the  number  of  deaths  from 
all  other  accidents  (mainly  accidents  in  the  home)  exceeds 
the  number  of  deaths  of  normal  residents  here  through  acci¬ 
dents  on  the  roads. 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 

The  most  outstanding  feature  was  the  continued  building 
of  ne\v  houses  throughout  the  Rural  District.  As  will  be  seen 
from  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector’s  report  no'  less  than 
374  new  houses  were  completed  during  1963.  The  bulk  of 
this  new  building  was  done  by  private  enterprise,  but  among 
the  Council  houses  built  was  the'  first  few  of  the  long-awaited 
new  provision  in  Tadcaster  to  deal  with  the  condemned  pro¬ 
perty  in  the  township.  Improvement  Grant  work  under  either 
the  scheme  of  Standard  grants  or  Discretionary  grants  con¬ 
tinued,  and  one  would  like'  to  take  the  opportunity  of  rein¬ 
forcing  the  publicity  undertaken  by  the  Council  in  bringing 
these  schemes  to  the  notice  of  the  public.  Substantially  all 
unfit  property  in  the  Tadcaster  Rural  District  has  now  been 
represented  to'  the  Council,  and  the  next  big  step  in  bringing 
houses  up  to  modern  standards  is  to  deal  with  that  large 
number  of  houses  previously  reported  to  the  Council  under 
the  Rural  Housing  Survey  as  being  below  standard  without 
necessarily  being  unfit  for  human  habitation.  The'  Council  is 
anxious  to  bring  about  improvement  in  these  properties,  and 
owners  can,  with  advantage,  make  themselves  aware  of  the 
opportunity  of  having  work  carried  out  with  the  assistance  of 
grants  from  public  funds.  I  know  our  colleague'  the  Council’s 
Engineer  and  Surveyor  would  be  equally  as  readily  available 
as  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  to  anyone  who  wished 
to  investigate  the  possibility  of  attracting  grants  towards 
improving  property  in  which  they  are  interested. 

In  the  following  pages  Mr.  Wiitheford  makes  reference 
to  sewage  and  sewage  disposal  deficiencies  in  several  parts 
of  the'  District.  This  is  a  matter  which,  has  given  concern  to 
the  Council  for  a  long  time,  and  despite  the  expenditure  of 
considerable  sums  of  money  on  schemes  built  in  the  last  few 
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years,  it  is  necessary  to  underline  the  comments  Mr.  Withe- 
ford  makes  about  parts  of  the  area  where  schemes  are  still 
awaited  and  other  parts  of  the  District  where  existing 
scheme's  are  becoming  overloaded.  In  particular  one  would 
like  to  see  faster  progress  made  on  the  Appleton  Roebuck, 
Church  Fenton  and  Sherburn-in-Elmet  schemes  referred  to 
in  Mr.  Witheford’s  part  of  this  report. 

The  Council  now  undertake  refuse  collection  entirely  as 
a  direct  service,  and  a  small  scheme  w'as  started  using  the 
paper  bag  method  of  refuse  collection.  To  my  mind  this 
scheme  has  many  advantages  over  the  old  fashioned  method 
of  collection  in  dustbins,  and  I  look  forward  tO'  an  expansion 
of  the  pilot  effort  to  large  parts  of  the  District  in  the  near 
future.  I  welcome  the  sack  method  because  I  am  sure  it 
gives  an  opportunity  to  equip  the  refuse  collectors  in  such  a 
way  as  tO'  enhance  their  self  respect  while  carrying  out.  their 
work. 

The'  new  regulation  with  regard  to  meat  inspection  will 
affect  the  Council  mainly  at  the  Bacon  Factory  in  Sherburn- 
in-Elmet,  where  the  average  yearly  kill  amounts  to  many 
thousands  of  animals.  The  Council  quickly  took  steps  to  try 
to  recruit  the  necessary  additional  staff  to  make  it  possible 
to  institute  100%  inspection  by  qualifie'd  inspectors,  and  at 
the  time  of  writing  this  report  it  is  good  to  be  able  to  say 
that  the  Council’s  efforts  have  been  successful  in  recruiting 
two  new  additional  fully  qualified  Public  Health  Inspectors. 
We  welcome  these  men  tO'  our  Staff,  but  in  moving  over  to 
the  new  method  of  inspection  I  should  like  to  express  appreci¬ 
ation  publicly  of  the  excellent  work  which  has  been  carried 
out  by  the  Staff  of  the  Sherburn-in-Elme't  Bacon  Factory  in 
‘spotting’  likely  sources  of  infected  meat  for  more  thorough 
examination  by  Public  Health  Inspectors  since  the  Council 
took  over  inspection  by  its  own  staff  nearly  16  years  ago. 
The  skill  with  which  these  me'n  found  the  minutest  evidence 
of  disease  after  due  instruction  was  something  I  have  always 
admired,  and  has,  I  am  certain,  resulted  in  the  high  standard 
of  disease-free  meat  leaving  these'  premises.  I  understand 
some  :of  the  men  who  were  engaged  in  this  sort  of  work 
before  the  new  regulations  came  into  force  have',  in  fact,  gone 
for  training  to  qualify  themselves  to  be  recognised  Meat  In¬ 
spectors  in  future. 
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PREVALENCE  AND  CONTROL  OF  INFECTIOUS 

DISEASE 

The  following  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  were  notified 
during  the  year : 

Cases  sent  to 

Disease  Total  Hospital  Deaths 

Food  Poisoning  .  5  —  — 

Scarlet  Fever  .  12  —  — 

Measles  .  120  —  — 

Acute  Pneumonia .  5  —  18 

Dysentery  .  13  —  — 

Whooping  Cough  .  10  —  — 

The  comment  I  would  make  on  the'  figures  for  infectious 
diseases  in  1963  is  the  absences  from  the  list  rather  than  on 
the  cases  reported.  There  must  be  few  Medical  Officers  who 
have  be'en  working  in  Public  Health  Departments  for  25 
years  who  would  have  dreamed  that  the  day  would  arrive 
when  the  Annual  Report  contained  no  reference  to  cases  of 
Diphtheria  or,  in  more  recent  times,  of  case's  of  Poliomyelitis. 
That  is  my  pleasant  experience  today.  I  wonder  whether 
the  day  will  arrive  when  I  shall  write  an  Annual  Report 
without  reference  to  notification  of  cases  of  Tuberculosis  in 
the  period  about  which  I  am  writing.  What  I  have  in  mind 
is  that  the  results  of  Diphtheria  immunisation  and  Polio¬ 
myelitis  vaccination  are  undoubtedly  two  causes  for  the  dis¬ 
appearance  of  these  two  diseases,  and  one  hope's  the  result, 
of  B.C.G.  vaccination  against  Tuberculosis  will  in  the  fulness 
of  time  have  the  same  effect  on  that  disease. 


TUBERCULOSIS 

The  following  figures  show  the  state  of  the  register  at 
31.12.63: 

Pulmonary  Non-Pulmonary  Total 


M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

48 

25 

8 

5 

86 

Analysis 

of  new  notifications 

and  deaths 

from  Tuber- 

culosis 

during  the  year 

« 

New 

Cases 

Deaths 

Age 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Noil- Pulmonary 

0-1 

1-5 

5-15 

15-25 

25-35 

35-45 

45-55 

65  and 

.... 

M.  F. 

M. 

F. 

M.  F. 

M.  F. 

1  — 

— 

-  - 

-  - 

1  — 

— 

— 

1  — 

-  - 

over 

1  — 

_ 

_ 

z  z 

Z  Z 

These  figures  represent  a  fall  of  6  cases  on  the  register 
at  the  end  of  the  year. 
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CLINIC  ARRANGEMENTS  IN  DIVISION  No  9. 

(Tadcaster  and  Wetherby  Rural  Districts) 

Abbreviations :  A.N.— Ante-Natal.  I.W.— Infant  Welfare.  E.N.T.— Ear,  Nose  and  Throat. 
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PART  II.  REPORT  OF  DIVISIONAL  MEDICAL  OFFICER 


Once  again  this  Section  is  included  in  the  District  Coun¬ 
cil’s  Annual  Report  to  make  membe'rs  aware  of  the  work 
carried  out  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  in  his  capacity 
of  Divisional  Medical  Officer. 

MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE 
Ante- Natal  Care 

The  Local  Health  Authority’s  Clinics,  whether  static  or 
mobile,  all  offered  facilities  for  expe'ctant  mothers,  but  the 
pattern  has  now  altered  to  such  an  extent  that  the  number 
of  mothers  attending  Clinics  for  this  purpose  is  very  much 
in  the  minority.  The  trend  has  continued  whereby  private 
practitioners  carry  out  ante-natal  care  on  their  own  patients 
and  is  probably  to  be  encouraged  so  long  as  the  practitioner 
has  an  opportunity  of  carrying  out  a  full  examination  at  the 
appropriate  intervals  throughout  the  pregnancy.  The1  advan¬ 
tage  of  having  the  District  Midwife  in  attendance  at  the 
practitioner’s  surgery  is  slowly  growing,  and  I  believe  the 
opportunity  of  close  consultation  between  those  concerned 
with  the  actual  delivery  of  the  patient  is  to  be  welcomed. 

During  the  course  of  the  year  we  had  disappointing  re¬ 
sults  from  our  efforts  to  recruit  qualified  Midwives,  and  it  is 
necessary  to  underline  the  debt  of  gratitude  the  District  owes 
to  those  Midwives  who  continued  to  deal  with  the  situation 
of  an  increased  birth  rate,  especially  in  the'  Tadcaster  District, 
and  the  increased  practise  of  discharging  mothers  from 
Maternity  Hospital  after  short  stay  care  after  confinement. 

The  members  of  the  Midwifery  Staff  in  post  in  1963  have 
carried  out  their  duties  with  exemplary  patience. 


Number  of  deliveries  attended  by  Midwiveis  ini  the  area 
d)uring  the  year — Domiciliary  Cases 


Doctor  Not  Booked 

Doctor  Doctor  not 

Doctor  Booked 

Doctor  Doctor  not 

present  at 
delivery 

present  at 
delivery 

present  at 
delivery 

present  at 
delivery 

Total 

Midwives  employed  by 
the  Authority 

— 

13 

138 

166 

317 

Midwives  in  Private 
Practice  (including 
Midwives  employed 
in  Nursing  Homes) 

3 

3 

Total 

— 

13 

141 

166 

320 
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Number  of  cases  delivered  in  Institutions  but  attended  by 
domiciliary  midwives  on  discharge  from  Institutions 

at  48  hours  .  ....  ....  ....  ....  ...  55 

After  48  hours,  up  to  and  including  the'  fifth  day  ...  47 

After  the  fifth  day,  before  the  tenth  day .  53 

Breast  Feeding 

Number  of  domiciliary  cases  in  which  the  infant  was 

wholly  breast  fed  at  the  fourteenth  day  (33^%)  ....  107 

Statutory  Notices  received  from  Midwives 

Total 

1.  Stillbirths  .  — 

2.  Liability  to  be  a  source  of  infection  .  1 

3.  Medical  Aids  issued  because  of  complications  arising 
in/during : 

(a)  Pregnancy  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  12 

(b)  Labour  .  6 

(c)  Lying-in  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  2 

(d)  The  Child  .  5 

During  the  year  analgesia  was  available  to  parturient 
women  having  their  babies  at  home  either  by  the  use  of  Gas 
and  Air,  Pethidine  or  Trilene. 

The  figures  relating  to  this  sort  of  treatment  are  as  fol¬ 
lows  : — 


Pethidine  alone  .... 

.  10 

Gas  and  Air  with  Pethidine  .. 

.  14 

Trilene  alone 

.  99 

Trilene  with  Pethidine'  .... 

..  .  ....  160 

Total  283 

MATERNITY  HOSPITAL  ACCOMMODATION 


The  following  table  summarises  the  number  of  births 
from  this  area  which  took  place  in  Hospitals  outside  the  area 
during  the  year : 


1956 

1957 

1958 

1959  1960  1961 

1962 

1963 

York  Maternity  Hospital 

93 

98 

76 

74 

95 

97 

136 

161 

Harrogate  General  Hospital 
and  Carlton  Lodge,  Harrogate 

126 

155 

162 

151 

168 

125 

160 

189 

Wakefield  Hospitals  . i  .... 

32 

21 

14 

14 

26 

27 

21 

30 

Castleford  ....  ....  . 

3 

1 

1 

1 

2 

6 

— 

— 

Leeds  Hospitals  . 

102 

97 

105 

97 

116 

136 

129 

158 

Otley  General  Hospital  ....  .... 

4 

2 

— 

1 

— 

2 

— 

1 

St.  Winifred’s,  Ilkley  . 

1 

— 

Other  Hospitals  ....  . 

3 

3 

4 

2 

5 

3 

3 

9 

Private  Nursing  Homes  . . 

84 

41 

46 

18 

23 

33 

25 

28 

Home  Confinements  . 

317 

333 

318 

34S 

320 

336 

325 

320 
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From  the  above'  table  it  will  be  obvious  that  the  increased 
number  of  births  to  normal  residents  in  the  area  were  under¬ 
taken  in  part  by  all  the  Hospitals  serving  the  District.  The 
curious  fact  which  it  is  not  easy  to  explain  is  that  the  birth 
rate  in  the  Tadcaster  District,  at  19.0  per  thousand  population, 
was  a  much  large'r  percentage  rise  than  was  that  in  the 
Wetherby  area  at  14.1.  This  fact  is  reflected  in  the  com¬ 
mencement  of  the  48  hour  discharges  in  the  York  and  Wake¬ 
field  Hospitals  where  the  step  has  been  take'n  slowly  to  enable 
cases  presenting  themselves  to  be  dealt  with. 

Health  Visiting 

Staff  changes  consist  of  a  promotion  for  iMrs.  C.  C. 
Howels  to  the  post  of  Divisional  Nursing  Officer  and  the 
resignation  of  Miss  Coleman,  who  took  our  good  wishes  with 
her  on  taking  up  the  post  of  Tutor  in  the  Aberdeen  Health 
Department.  Miss  Griffin  left  the  staff  to  become  Matron  of 
a  Residential  School  on  the  4th  May,  1963.  We  are  glad  to 
enrol  on  our  Health  Visiting  Staff,  Miss  Dinsdale  and  Miss 
Crossley,  who  commenced  duty  in  July,  1963.  Mrs.  Phelps 
joined  the  staff  as  a  Part-time  Health  Visitor  in  September, 
1963. 

A  summary  of  the  work  of  the  Health  Visitors  reads  as 
follows : 

No.  of 


children 

under 


3  years 
of  age 

Expectant 

Children  under 

Children 
age  1 

Children 
age  2 

Tuber¬ 

visited 

Mothers 

1  year  of  age 

and 

but 

culous 

during 

First 

Total 

First 

Total 

under 

under 

House¬ 

Other 

year 

Visit 

Visits 

Visit 

Visits 

2  years 

5  years 

hold 

Cases 

(i) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

(6) 

(7) 

(8) 

(9) 

3,555 

268 

518 

853 

4,066 

3,134 

3,674 

155 

5,291 

The  Health  visitors  continued  to  conduct  three  special  in¬ 
vestigations,  firstly  the  search  for  children  pre'senting  the 
abnormal  biochemical  reaction  known  as  Phenylketonuria, 
Resulting  in  1869  babies  being  tested  out  of  the  897  born,  at 
about  the  fourth  week  of  life,  with  a  view  to  discovering  any 
child  likely  to>  suffe'r  brain  damage  from  the  presence  of 
abnormal  breakdown  of  protein  material  during  metabolism. 
In  fact,  out  of  the  869  children  tested  by  the  Health  Visitors, 
two  babies  were  suspiciously  positive.  On  more  intensive 
examination  by  laboratory  methods  both  childre'n  were  cleared 
of  suspicion.  The  second  special  investigation  is  the  routine 
testing  of  new  born  babies  to  discover  whether  there  is  evi¬ 
dence  of  congenital  dislocation  of  the’  hip.  The  importance  of 
making  this  early  discovery  is  to  ensure  the  child  received 
treatment,  which  consists  of  prolonged  immobilisation  before 
it  has  reached  the  age'  of  walking.  The  third  special  piece  of 
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work  the  Health  Visitors  did  in  1963  was  to  report  on  the 
presence  of  congenital  abnormalities  in  every  child  born  in 
the  District.  The  aim  of  this  investigation  is  to  make  it 
possible  to  become  aware  quickly  of  any  repetition  of  a 
thalidomide  tragedy. 

Clinic  Facilities 

The  continued  development  of  the  District  in  which  each 
Parish  seems  to  have  its  share  has  resulted  in  increased  de¬ 
mands  for  Clinic  facilities,  especially  for  infant  welfare  pur¬ 
poses  and  the  sale  of  infant  foods.  The  Mobile  Clinic  is  of 
inestimable'  value  in  a  Rural  District  area  such  as  this,  and 
we  now  use  it  on  5  full  days  per  fortnight  in  24  different 
places  of  call.  The  additional  places  added  to>  our  list  in  1963 
were  Bickerton,  Cawood  and  Malton. 

The  figures  covering  the  work  of  the  Clinics  show  that 
1,766  children  under  the  age  of  5  years  attended  on  12,129 
occasions,  together  with  19  expectant  mothers  who  attended 
on  83  occasions.  One  mother  only  attended  a  static  clinic  for 
.post-natal  examination. 

The  Relaxation  Classes  in  Boston  Spa,  Church  Fenton, 
Micklefield,  She'rburn-in-Elmet,  Swillington,  Tadcaster  and 
Wietherby  were  attended  by  121  mothers  on  548  occasions. 
It  should  be  noted  that  these  Relaxation  Qasses  are  available 
to  mothers  who  are  booked  for  their  babies  in  hospital  as 
well  as  those  who  intend  having  their  babies  at  home. 

At  the  24  points  of  call  by  the  Mobile  Clinic,  4,126  attend¬ 
ances  were  recorded  for  Infant  Welfare  purpose's,  and  27 
attendances  were  made  by  6  Expectant  Mothers. 

Distribution  of  Welfare  Foods 

The  following  figures  demonstrate'  a  rise  in  the  sales  of 
National  Welfare  Foods  compared  with  the  previous  year, 
and  these  sales  probably  reflect  the  increased  births  in  the 
year. 

5,128  Tins  of  National  Dried  Milk. 

8,147  Bottles  of  Orange  Juice. 

797  Bottles  of  Cod  Liver  Oil. 

897  Packets  of  Vitamin  Tablets. 
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CARE  OF  THE  UNMARRIED  MOTHER  AND  CHILD 


Of  the  35  illegitimate  births  which  the  Registrar  General 
assigned  to  the  Divisional  area,  the  Department  has  know¬ 
ledge  of  29  cases. 

Details  of  the  29  cases  known  to  us  were  reported  in 
the  Annual  Return  as  follows : 


Number  of  cialseis  dealt  with  during  the  year: 


(a)  Referred  by  Moral  Welfare 

Organisations  . 

(b)  Ascertained  through  own  staff 

(midwives),  etc.  ...  . 

(c)  Referred  by  other  services 

Totals 

Ages 

(a)  Under  15 . 

(b)  15-19  . 

(c)  20-24  . 

(d)  25-29  . 

(e)  30-39  . 

(f)  40  and  over  . 

Totals 


Disposal 

(i)  Marriage  . 

(ii)  Baby  Died  . 

(iii)  Baby  Adopted  . 

(iv)  Mother  keeping  baby  ... 

(v)  Grandparents  taking  baby  home 

(vi)  Baby  Fostered  . 


Totals 


West 

Non- 

Riding 

County 

Cases 

Cases 

Total 

9 

— 

9 

17 

3 

20 

26 

3 

29 

1 

— 

1 

12 

1 

13 

11 

2 

13 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

26 

3 

29 

1 

1 

2 

1 

— 

1 

13 

2 

15 

3 

— 

3 

7 

— 

7 

1 

— 

1 

26 

3 

29 

It  is  interesting  that  only  one  example  received  of  a 
mother  having  a  second  illegitimate  child  and  of  the  29  illegi¬ 
timate  births  26  were  to  single  women. 


HOME  NURSING  SERVICE 

14  Nurses  were  e'mployed  in  the  Division  during  the  year 
and  the  following  statistics  serve  as  a  summary  of  the  work 
they  carried  out : 
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(1)  Medical  . 

Number  of  cases 
attended  by 
Home  Nurses 
during  the  year 

449 

Number  of  visits 
paid  by 
Home  Nurses 
during  the  year 

11,405 

(2)  Surgical  . 

156 

3,041 

(3)  Infectious  Diseases  .... 

....  - 

— 

(4)  Tuberculosis  . 

4 

243 

(5)  Maternal  Complications 

7 

59 

616  14,748 


Patients  included  in  above'  who 
were  aged  65  or  over  at  the 
time  of  the  first  visit  during 


the  year  . 

370 

9,175 

Children  included  in  above  who 
were  under  5  years  of  age  at 
the  time  of  the  first  visit 
during  the  year 

24 

166 

Patients  included  in  above'  who 
have  had  more  than  24  visits 
during  the  year  . 

184 

10.554 

The  demands  on  the  Department  for  loan  of  nursing 
equipment  continues  to  increase  and  there  have  been  occa¬ 
sions  when  there'  has  been  a  regrettable  delay  in  supplying 
such  things  as  wheelchairs  and  commodes  in  particular.  I 
understand  an  investigation  is  being  made  with  a  view  to 
increasing  the  quality  and  number  of  appliances  which  will 
be  available  to  the  Department  in  company  with  the  rest  of 
the’  County. 

HOME  HELP  SERVICE 

The  demands  on  this  service  continue  to  increase  to  such 
an  extent  that  it  becomes  more  and  more  difficult  to  find 
women  willing  to  work  in  the  service.  Any  person  who  is 
prepared  to  work  in  this  service'  is  invited  to  discuss  the  hours 
and  conditions  with  any  Home  Nurse  Midwife,  Health  Visitor 
or  myself  to  see  whether  it  is  not  possible  to'  make  mutually 
acceptable  arrangements. 

The  cases  dealt  with  during  the  year  can  be  summarised 
as  follows : 


1. 

Maternity  (including  expectant  mothers)  ... 

Cases 

....  25 

2. 

Tuberculosis 

....  — 

3. 

Chronic  Sick,  65  years  plus  . 

....  199 

Chronic  Sick,  under  65  years  .... 

....  15 

4. 

Others  . 

1 

240 
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During  1963  we  employed  87  part-time  Home  Helps  for 
48,095  hours,  being  equivalent  employment  of  22.1  whole-time 
women. 

SCHOOL  MEDICAL  SERVICES 

Using  the  non-selective  method  of  school  medical  in¬ 
spection  involving  four  examinations  during  a  child’s  school 
life,  2,704  routine  examinations  and  945  re-examinations  were 
carried  out  during  the  year.  267  children  were  found  to  have 
286  abnormalities  and  1,027  defects  were  referred  for  further 
observation.  Only  two  children  were  assessed  as  being  below 
average  nutrition. 

The  School  Nurses  carried  out  13,644  examinations  for 
cleanliness  purposes  and  found  only  58  children  with  signs  of 
infestation  with  lice.  This  represents  a  percentage  of  1.42 
of  all  examinations  and  is  an  even  better  result  than  was 
reported  in  the  previous  year. 

Minor  Ailment  Clinics  are  held  in  Swillington,  Tadcaster 
and  Wetherby,  and  during  1963,  217  cases  were  dealt  with. 

The'  following  figures  give  an  outline  of  the  work  con¬ 


ducted  by  the  Dental  Department : 

Number  of  children  inspected  ....  ....  ...  ....  5451 

Number  of  children  found  to  require  treatment  ....  3464 

Number  of  children  offered  treatment  ....  ...  2856 

Number  of  children  treated  .  1679 

Number  of  attendances  .  3551 

Number  of  extractions : 

Temporary  teeth  .  1068 

Permanent  teeth  .  161 

Number  of  general  anaesthetics  .  76 

Number  of  fillings : 

Temporary  teeth  . 801 

Permanent  teeth  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  3243 

Number  of  other  operations : 

Temporary  teeth  ....  ...  .  281 

Permanent  teeth  .  503 


Special  Clinics  working  as  part  of  the  School  Medical 
Service  continued  to  operate  throughout  the  year. 

Dr.  Prosser  visited  the  Tadcaster  Clinic  each  month,  and 
on  the  11  occasions  he  did  so  he  saw  48  children,  who1  made 
56  attendances.  Arising  out  of  the  Paediatric  Clinic,  Dr. 
Prosser  arranged  for  children  with  abnormalities  of  the  heart 
to  be  seen  at  the  Cardiac  Clinic  in  Harrogate  General  Hos¬ 
pital  in  association  with  Dr.  Suffern,  the  Consultant  Physician 
there.  33  children  from  Division  No.  9  attended,  and  we  have 
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to  once'  again  express  appreciation  of  the  guidance  we  receive 
regarding  physical  activities  and  precautions  in  dental  treat¬ 
ment  in  such  cases. 


EYE  CLINIC 

The  Eye  Clinics  in  Tadcaster  and  Wetherby  are  held 
fortnightly.  The  total  number  of  children  who  attended  was 
509,  giving  an  increase  of  30  cases  on  the  previous  year. 
Spectacles  were  prescribed  in  217  cases  and  were,  in  fact, 
obtained  in  176  cases. 


EAR,  NOSE  AND  THROAT  CLINIC 

Mr.  Smith,  the  Ear,  Nose  and  Throat  Surgeon  from  York, 
visits  the  Tadcaster  Clinic  each  month,  where  he  saw  65  cases 
and  referred  14  for  various  operations  during-  1963. 

Mrs.  Clark,  a  member  of  the  Nursing  Staff,  has  been  made 
responsible  for  visiting  schools  in  the  Division  to  give  children 
born  in  1956  an  opportunity  of  being  subjected  to  an  audio¬ 
metric  test.  This  test  is  to  measure  the  child’s  acuity  of 
hearing;  557  such  children  were  tested  routine  and  three  as 
specially  suspect  children.  196  were  found  to  have  appreciable 
hearing  loss,  and  on  further  testing  by  the  School  Medical 
Officers,  30  were  referred  to  the  Ear,  Nose  and  Throat 
Surgeon  for  investigation,  and  the'  odd  case  to  the  Special 
Assessment  Clinic  in  Horsforth.  In  this  waiy  we  are  ensuring 
that  a  child  in  need  of  treatment  for  deafness  re'ceives  an 
opportunity  of  obtaining  that  treatment. 

An  unexpected  result  of  this  work  is  the  number  of 
children  who  have  been  shown  to  suffer  from  transient  deaf¬ 
ness.  How  important  this  transient  affliction  might  be  is  not, 
toi  my  mind,  yet  understood.  To  what  extent  it  hampers  a 
child’s  educational  progress,  or  even  tO'  what  extent  it  causes 
a  child  to  run  risk  of  accident  on  the  roads,  is  something 
which  appears  to  warrant  closer  investigation. 

ORTHOPAEDIC  CLINIC 

Dr.  Whitwam,  the  Orthopaedic  Registrar  at  the'  Marguerite 
Hepton  Hospital,  continued  to  attend  the  Tadcaster  Ortho¬ 
paedic  Clinic,  and  on  12  occasions  she  visited  the  Clinic  there 
and  saw  86  children.  The  treatment  sessions  conducted  by 
Mrs.  Foster  were  held  on  43  occasions  and  were  attended  by 
25  children  who  made  250  attendances. 
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SPEECH)  THERAPY  CLINIC 


The  Speech  Therapist  saw  56  children  at  128  sessions 
during  the  year.  Unfortunately  Mrs.  Russell  was  transferred 
elsewhere  at  very  short  notice  in  September,  and  at  the  time 
of  writing  no  successor  has  been  found.  Meanwhile,  our  list 
of  case's  awaiting  speech  therapy  continues  to  grow  longer. 


PYSICALLY  HANDICAPPED  CHILDREN 


According  to  our  records  physically  handicapped  children 
from  this  Division  in  Special  Boarding  Schools  are  there'  for 
the  following  reasons : 


Educationally  Sub-Normal 

Blind  ....  . 

Deaf  . 

Delicate  . 

Orthopaedic  . 

Maladjusted  . 


16 


3 

7 

2 

2 

1 


This  represents  a  decrease  of  6  cases  from  the  position 
in  1962. 


CHILD  GUIDANCE  CLINICS 

We  continued  to  use  the  Child  Guidance'  Clinics  in  Ponte¬ 
fract  and  Harrogate  to  serve  this  Division,  and  during  the 
year  36  children  were  referred  for  investigation  and  treat¬ 
ment. 

BRIDGE  HOUSE  SPECIAL  SCHOOL  FOR  THE  DEAF 
AND  EDUCATIONALLY  SUBNORMAL 

The  Medical  Staff  of  the  Divisional  Health  Office  continue 
to  undertake  responsibility  at  this  Special  School.  Many  and 
various  are  the  problems  presented  to  us. 

SCHOOLS  SWIMMING  TRAINING  BATHS 

No  further  progress  has  been  made  in  either  Rural  Dis¬ 
trict  towards  the  establishment  of  a  Public  Swimming  Bath, 
and  this  has  probably  caused  Heads  of  Schools  to  investigate 
the  possibility  of  using  the  small  plastic  training  pool  to  teach 
pupils  to  start  swimming.  The  Education  Committee  con¬ 
tributes  towards  the  provision  of  heating  and  chlorinaton 
plants,  and  there  is  no  doubt  that  once  installed  these  small 
baths  are  serving  a  useful  purpose. 
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PREVENTION  OF  ILLNESS— CARE  AND  AFTER  CARE 

(i)  Tuberculosis 

Each  Health  Visitor  in  the  Division  is  responsible  for 
supervision  of  individual  cases  of  Tuberculosis  in  her  district. 
When  a  notification  is  first  received  the  Health  Visitor  reports 
on  the  home  conditions  and  a  copy  of  that  report  is  sent  to 
the'  appropriate  Chest  Physician  for  his  information.  The 
copy  of  the  report  retained  by  the  Divisional  Medical  Officer 
assists  him  in  his  work,  both  in  that  capacity  and  as  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  advising  the  District  Council  on  such  things 
as  housing  matters. 

'I  (understand  the  Health  Visitors  visited  67  cases  and 
made  155  effective  visits  for  this  purpose  during  the  year. 

The  Chest  Physicians  vaccinated  24  contacts.  630  school 
children  were  offered  B.C.G.  vaccinations,  474  agreed  to  be 
tested,  and  438  did,  in  fact,  have  the  test  carried  out.  113 
gave  a  positive  reaction,  and  out  of  the  remaining  325,  310 
were  finally  vaccinated. 

Wie  continue  to  carry  out  follow-up  Mantoux  testing  one 
year  after  the  initial  B.C.G.  vaccination.  Of  the  332  children 
vaccinated  in  1962,  230  were  available  for  Mantoux  testing  in 
1963.  176  of  these  children  showed  satisfactory  Mantoux 

positive'  reaction,  45  had  reverted  to  the  negative  condition, 
and  in  9  cases  the  result  was  not  ascertained.  The  45  cases 
who  had  reverted  to  the  negative  condition  were  all  offered 
re-vaccination. 

All  students  at  the  Agricultural  Training  College1  were 
offered  vaccination  against  Tuberculosis;  26  accepted  Mantoux 
testing,  9  were  positive  and  15  were  finally  vaccinated. 

There  are  5  patients  in  this  area  who  are  receiving  free 
milk  under  the  County  Council's  scheme. 

The  Mass  Radiography  Unit  made  its  biennial  visit  to  the 
District,  with  a  final  result  of  having  examined  no  less  than 
3,658  persons  to  discover  8  abnormalities.  2  of  these  abnor¬ 
malities  were  inactive  tuberculosis,  and  6  related  to  various 
abnormalities  of  chest  and  heart  which  we're  apparently  un¬ 
known  previously  to  the  patient. 

It  having  come  to  the  notice  of  the  Department  that  an 
open  case'  of  Tuberculosis  had  been  abroad  among  a  teenage 
population  of  an  Institute  in  the  Division,  arrangements  were' 
made  in  the  autumn  of  the  year  for  all  newcomers  to  that 
Institute  to  have  an  X-ray  of  chest  before  the  session  started. 
There  was  a  wholehearted  response  from  the  staff  to  have 
similar  investigations,  and  as  a  result  the  total  number  of 
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people  finally  examined  out  of  this  Institute  was  somewhat 
in  excess  of  130.  The  result  of  the  investigation  was  to  make 
it  necessary  for  3  people  to  receive  attention  at  the  Chest 
Clinic. 


(ii)  Diphtheria  Immunisation 

The  present  state  of  protection  of  the  child  community 
against  Diphtheria  can  be  expressed  by  the  following  figures : 


Age  at  31.12.63 

Under  1 

1—4 

5—9 

10—15 

Under  15 

i.e.  Born  in  Year 

Last  complete  course 
of  injections  (whether 
primary  or  booster) 

1963 

1962-1959 

1958-1954 

1953-1949 

Total 

A.  1959-1963 

276 

2,566 

1,839 

835 

5,516 

B.  1958  or  earlier 

— 

— 

1,357 

2,449 

3,806 

The  amount  of  immunisation  against  Diphtheria  carried 
out  by  Practitioners  and  by  the  Department  during  1963  is 
shown  in  the  following  table : 


Age  at  Final  Injection 


1.  Number  of  children  who  com¬ 

Under  1 

1—4 

5—14 

Total 

pleted  a  full  course  of  primary 
immunisation  (inc.  temporary 
residents)  . 

298 

379 

68 

745 

2.  Total  number  of  children  who 

were  given  a  secondary  or  re¬ 
inforcing  injection  (i.e.,  subse¬ 
quent  to  complete  full  course) 

27 

417 

444 

(id)  Tetanus  Immunisation 

In  1963,  1,045  children  received  a  full  course  of  injections 
against  Tetanus  and  221  children  were  given  booster  doses. 

(iv)  Whooping  Cough  Vaccination 

In  1963,  645  children  under  the  age  of  5  years  were  pro¬ 
tected  against  Whooping  Cough.  We  estimate  that  the 
number  of  children  living  here'  who  have  protection  against 
Whooping  Cough  since  the  scheme  started  is  5,900. 


(v)  Vaccination  against:  Smallpox 

Age  at  date  of  Vaccination  Under  1  1 

2  to  4 

5  to  14 

15  or  over 

Total 

Number  Vaccinated  ...  13  129 

46 

23 

41 

252 

Number  Re-vaccinated  1  25 

4 

18 

35 

83 

These  figures  represent  about  16%  of  children  born  in 


the  year  having  been  vaccinated  against  smallpox. 

27 


(vi)  Vaccination  against  Poliomyelitis 


Vaccination  against  Poliomyelitis  continues  to  be  made 
readily  available  to  the  parents  of  any  child  who  wishes  to 
accept  it.  The  type  of  antigen  used  has  been  almost  entirely 
the  Sabin  Oral  Vaccine,  and  it  says  much  for  the  protection 
against  this  disease  when  not  a  single  case’  of  poliomyelitis 
was  reported  during  the  year. 


The  protective  work  carried  out  is  summarised  as  follows 


1st  Dose  only  .... 
2nd  Dose  only  .... 
3rd  Dose 
4th  Dose 


264 

359 

1053 

346 


MENTAL  HEALTH  SOCIAL  WORK 

The  staff  of  the  Mental  Health  Section  was  augmented 
by  the  appointment  of  Mrs.  Page  as  a  whole-time  Mental 
Welfare  Worker,  replacing  the  part-time  service  of  Mrs. 
Myers  from  a  neighbouring  Division,  and  the  appointment  of 
a  part-time  Home  Teacher,  Mrs.  Knaggs,  who  is  working  3 
days  per  week  in  the  homes  of  defectives  who1  are  in  attend¬ 
ance  at  Training'  Centres  for  various  reasons. 

The  following  figures  appear  in  the  Annual  Report  cover¬ 


ing  this  side  of  the  work  of  the  Department. 


Mentally  Ill 

Mentally  Subnormal 

Referred  by: 

Under 
age  16 

16  and  - 
over 

Under 
age  16 

16  and 
over 

M.  F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M.  F. 

a. 

General  Practitioners  .... 

1  — 

17 

54 

1 

1 

1  — 

b. 

Hospitals — In-patients  .... 

1  — 

11 

31 

1  — 

c. 

Hospitals — Out-patients 

—  — 

9 

19 

— 

— 

—  — 

d. 

Local  Education 

Authorities  ....> 

—  — 

— 

— 

1 

—  — 

e. 

Police  Courts  . . . 

—  — 

3 

2 

2  — 

f. 

Other  Sources 

—  — 

8 

21 

2 

2 

5  — 

Totals  ...j 

2  — 

48  127 

4 

3 

9  — 

Under 

age 

16 

16  and  over 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

a. 

Attending  Day  Training  Centre  .... 

7 

5 

8 

8 

Awaiting  entry  thereto 

. 

...* 

2 

— 

— 

— 

b. 

Receiving  Home  Training 

...» 

— 

— 

— 

Awaiting  Home  Training  . 

... 

4 

8 

4 

8 

Receiving  Home  Visits  and  not 

35 

74 

included  under  (a)  and 

(b)  .... 

.... 

4 

— 

Admissions  for  Short  Stay  Care 

3 

3 

2 

3 

Mentally 

Mentally  Ill  Subnormal 

M.  F.  M.  F. 

22  41  12 


Admissions  to  Hospital 
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WELFARE  OF  THE  AGED 

The  two  Executive  Committees  for  Old  People’s  Welfare 
serve  the  two  Rural  Districts  comprising  the  Health  Division 
continued  to  work  continually  throughout  1963.  These  Dis¬ 
trict  Committees,  as  the  name  implies,  are  executive'  in  char¬ 
acter  and  rely  entirely  on  the  Parish  Welfare  Committees  to 
make  appropriate  provision  for  the  needs  of  the  elderly  in 
various  parts  of  the  District. 

This  is  a  truly  important  aspect  of  the  care  of  the  elderly 
and  a  very  real  debt  of  gratitude  is  owed  to  those  people'  who 
continue  year  after  year  to  give  of  their  time  and  energy  in 
furthering  the  lot  of  this  section  of  the  community. 

The  re'gular  meetings  of  Darby  and  Joan  Clubs,  the  festive 
occasions  which  provide  such  sources  of  pleasure  to  those 
who  attend,  the  outings  to  places  near  and  far,  the  less  spec¬ 
tacular  domiciliary  visiting,  and  the  annual  events  in  the 
shape  of  Carol  Services  and  Dominoes  Contests  all  make  for 
maintenance  of  an  interest  for  those  who  are  getting  on  in 
years. 

We  were  glad  to  have  the  opportunity  of  attending  a 
Conference  in  Harrogate'  to  hear  of  County  Council  policy 
during  the  next  ten  years,  including  as  it  does  the  expansion 
of  Warden’s  services,  the  enlargement  of  the  scope  of  the 
Meals  Se'rvice,  and  the  building  of  additional  Old  Peoples’ 
Residential  Homes  throughout  the  county  in  association  with 
District  Council’s  housing  estates.  The  immediate  response 
of  the  Tadcaster  Council  was  to  offer  a  site  for  an  Old  People’s 
Home  on  the  new  Stutton  Housing  Estate',  and  the  Wetherby 
Council  engaged  itself  conditionally  in  suggesting  possible 
sites  in  Wetherby  for  the  same  purpose. 

The  scheme  for  serving  meals  to  the  aged  in  Tadcaster 
is  planned  to  provide  up  to  24  meals  twice  per  week  by 
container  conveyance.  It  is  hoped  that  this  service  might 
expand  itself  more  readily  than  it  appears  to  be  doing  at  the 
moment,  and  it  might  be  that  we  shall  have  more  success  in 
serving  greater  numbers  of  people  if  we  incorporated  Lun¬ 
cheon  Clubs  in  our  scheme  of  things. 

The  Chiropody  Service  continue’s  to  provide  treatment 
for  about  1,000  people  per  year.  The  figures  in  detail  show 
that  1,060  patients  received  4,963  treatments  at  the  Chiropody 
Centres,  and  150  patients  were’  treated  on  679  occasions  in 
their  own  homes. 

It  was  an  unexpected  compliment  for  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  to  be  invited  to  open  the  Micklefield  Community 
Centre'  on  the  1st  October,  1963.  This  Centre  consists  of 
ample  reception  space  with  a  kitchen  including  facilities  for 
washing  and  drying  clothes,  together  with  a  Warden’s  flat 
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above.  Congratulations  are  due  to  Mr.  Arthur  Wellings  and 
Mr.  E.  D.  Tetlow,  the  Engineer  and  Housing  Manager  to  the 
Tadcaster  Council,  for  the  work  they  put  into  this  most 
worthy  scheme. 

CARE  OF  CHILDREN  NEGLECTED  OR  ILL-TREATED 
IN  THEIR  OWN  HOMES 

The  Committee  dealing  with  problem  families  meet  quar¬ 
terly  throughout  the  year.  The  attendance  at  these  meetings 
is  quite  good  and  as  far  as  results  are  concerned  over  the  long 
term  it  does  appear  that  the  co-ordination  of  effort,  which  is 
the  particular  aim  of  the  Committee,  is  attained. 

COUNTY  COUNCIL  RESIDENTIAL  ESTABLISHMENTS 

The  Department  continues  to  undertake  medical  respon¬ 
sibility  for  the  Residential  Establishments  itemised  in  the 
Report  for  1962.  No  further  comment  needs  to  be  made  on 
this  occasion.  There  have  been  several  requests  to  ope'n  play 
groups  for  children  under  5  years  in  various  Parishes  in  the 
District,  and  the  way  in  which  mothers  of  the  children  con¬ 
cerned  have  joined  forces  in  making  arrangements  for  part- 
time  play  groups  and  their  activities  is  commendable.  The 
Department  supervises  such  play  groups  in  an  informal  way, 
usually  through  the  medium  of  the  Health  Visitor  for  the 
District  in  which  the  group  meets. 

HEALTH  EDUCATION 

Following  up  the'  success  of  the  original  venture  in  1962 
the  Department  was  responsible  for  a  Home  Safety  Exhibi¬ 
tion  at  the  Wetherby  Agricultural  Show  at  Whitsuntide,  the 
interest  displayed  made  the  effort  well  worth  while,  and  it  is 
felt  the'  Exhibition  sparked  off  an  interest  in  Home  Safetv 
which  would  otherwise  have  been  difficult  to  initiate.. 

During  the  year  we  had  the  opportunity  of  arranging  for 
the  Central  Council  of  Health  Education  Mobile  Unit  on 
Smoking  and  Lung  Cancer  to  visit  business  premises  in  the 
are'a.  The  work  of  the  team  of  two  undergraduates  was 
spoken  of  most  favourably  by  the  managements  of  most  of 
the  places  visited. 

These  special  exhibitions  certainly  have  virtue,  but  I 
think  the  more  lasting  results  come  from  the  increasing  use 
made  of  the  films  and  film  strips  by  the  Health  Visitors  in 
the  course  of  their  normal  duties  in  the  District.  Having 
overcome  the  initial  shyness  of  dealing  with  delicate  pieces 
of  equipment,  the  staff  now  use  the  various  films  and  film 
strips  put  at  their  disposal  with  the  greatest  aplomb. 
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TADCASTER  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

of  the 

CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 

for  the  year  1963 


Council  Offices,  Tadcaster. 
To  :  The  Rural  District  Council  of  Tadcaster. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Once  again  it  is  my  privilege  to  submit  to  you  the  Annual 
Re'port  of  the  work  of  your  Sanitary  Department  for  the  year 
ending  the  31st  December,  1963,  and  a  few  details  relating  to 
the  Rural  District  are  given  in  this  preamble. 

The  District,  situated  in  lower  Wharfedale  in  the  eastern 
portion  of  the  County  of  the  Wiest  Riding  of  Yorkshire,  is  the 
seventh  largest  in  acreage  in  the  County.  The  boundaries  of 
the  District  are  contiguous  with  those  of  the  cities  of  Leeds 
and  York,  the  Borough  of  Castleford,  the  Urban  Districts  of 
Garforth  and  Roth  well,  and  the  Rural  Districts  of  Wetherby, 
Nidderdale,  Derwent,  Selby,  and  Osgoldcross.  No  changes  in 
the  boundaries  took  place  in  the  year. 

The  administrative  centre  of  the  District  is  at  Tadcaster, 
the  present  modern  offices  being  opened  in  1937.  The  District 
forms  part  of  the  Barkston  Ash  Parliamentary  Division,  with 
the  exception  of  the'  parishes  of  Great  and  Little  Preston  and 
Swillington,  which  are  in  the  Normanton  Division. 

Your  District  has  previously  been  described  as  a  typically 
well  balanced  rural  unit,  and  a  glance  at  Table  1  which  fol¬ 
lows  this  preamble  confirms  this.  Being  a  Rural  District, 
agriculture  is  the  predominant  industry,  but  other  industries 
are'  also  present.  As  is  well  known  the  town  of  Tadcaster  has 
an  old  but  very  extensive  brewing  industry,  whose  products 
are  widely  known  throughout  a  large  area  of  the  country. 

31 


Part  of  the  western  side  of  the  District  lies  within  the  York¬ 
shire  coalfield  and  seve'ral  villages  are  almost  solely  engaged 
in  the  mining  of  coal.  There  are  other  industries  such  as  the 
manufacture  of  weighing  machines  and  gasworks  plant ;  a 
large  bacon  factory ;  and  a  large  paper  mill.  Other  large 
establishments  come  unde'r  the  control  of  the  responsible 
departments  of  the  Crown.  Light  industry  is  still  being  at¬ 
tracted  to  a  former  aerodrome  at  Sherburn-in-Elmet. 

The  highest  point  in  the  District  is  400ft.  o.d.  at  Thorner 
Lane,  Whinmoor,  and  the  lowest,  24ft.  o.d.,  is  near  Biggin. 
Two  major  trunk  roads  (A.l — Gre'at  North  Road,  on  which 
extensive  improvements  continued  during  the  year)  and  the 
A.64  (Leeds/Tadcaster/York/Scarborough)  pass  through  the 
Rural  District. 

Details  of  the  work  of  the  departments  will  be  found  in 
the  appended  report. 

I  take  this  opportunity  to:  express  my  appreciation  of  the 
support  given  by  the  Chairman,  Members  and  Officials  of 
your  Council. 

I  am,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

ERNEST  WITHEFORD, 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector. 
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TADCASTER  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 
TABLE  1—1963 


The  Table  given  below  indicates  in  Parish  order  several 
of  the'  main  details  relating  to  the  Sanitary  circumstances  of 
the  District  as  follows: 


Area 

Acres 

Census 

1961 

No.  of 
Dwell¬ 
ings 

R.V. 

Houses 

with 

piped 

water 

Sewage 

Disposal 

Aberford  . 

1,580 

836 

289 

20,369 

280 

Yes 

Acaster  Malbis  . 

1,874 

271 

63 

4,124 

60 

No 

Acaster  Selby  . . 

1,542 

55 

17 

599 

17 

No 

Appleton  Roebuck 

2,914 

345 

144 

5,756 

129 

Yes 

Askham  Bryan  . , 

2,005 

432 

141 

16,294 

136 

Yes 

Askham  Richard . 

982 

227 

49 

4,199 

49 

No 

Austhorpe  . . 

302 

120 

33 

1,797 

33 

Yes 

Barkston  Ash  . 

1,168 

249 

84 

5,048 

84 

Yes 

Barwick-in-Elmet 

4,775 

3,087 

1,462 

99,944 

1,451 

Yes 

Biggin  . 

718 

83 

27 

862 

22 

No 

Bilbrough  . < 

1,447 

198 

78 

6,587 

73 

Yes 

Bishopthorpe  . . 

705 

1,263 

459 

32,812 

457 

Yes 

Bolton  Percy  . . 

2,334 

218 

78 

3,070 

77 

No 

Catterton  . 

742 

39 

10 

405 

10 

No 

Colton  . j 

1,208 

155 

45 

2,778 

41 

Yes 

Copmanthorpe  . „ 

East  Tadcaster  . .*. 

1,658 

1,027 

426 

28,312 

426 

Yes 

578 

2,068 

729 

37,001 

729 

Yes 

Great  and  Little  Preston 

1,039 

1,078 

318 

23,132 

318 

Yes 

Grimston  . 

888 

31 

14 

1,081 

13 

No 

Healaugh  . ■ 

2,771 

225 

71 

3,332 

71 

Part 

Huddleston-with- 

Newthorpe 

1,572 

102 

36 

3,639 

34 

No 

Kirk  Fenton  . 

1,977 

652 

229 

15,764 

228 

Yes 

Kirkby  Wharfe  . - 

1,239 

82 

32 

1,481 

30 

No 

Lead  ....  . . 

1,057 

37 

9 

342 

6 

No 

Little  Fenton  . - 

781 

85 

24 

930 

24 

No 

Ledsham  . 

1,971 

125 

55 

5,991 

52 

Yes 

Ledston  . .. 

1,985 

346 

118 

35,911 

118 

Yes 

Lotherton-cum-Aberford 

1,093 

237 

89 

3,270 

89 

Yes 

Micklefield 

1,777 

1,860 

626 

32,485 

626 

Yes 

Newton  Kyme  . 

1,373 

236 

85 

35,729 

82 

Part 

Oxton  . 

660 

40 

12 

969 

11 

No 

Parlington  . 

1,773 

141 

52 

1,757 

51 

Yes 

Ryther-cum-Ozendyke  .... 

2,707 

325 

88 

7,812 

83 

Part 

Saxton -cum-Scarthingwell 

2,720 

294 

89 

4,211 

82 

Yes 

Sherburn-in-Elmet 

4,859 

2,776 

952 

84,628 

930 

Yes 

South  Milford  . 

3,100 

1,042 

386 

29,268 

367 

Yes 

Steeton  . 

1,142 

44 

15 

1,701 

13 

No 

Sturton  Grange  . 

877 

34 

10 

597 

10 

No 

Stutton-cum-Hazlewood 

2,795 

359 

141 

9,1% 

136 

Yes 

Swillington  . 

2,585 

2,438 

979 

72,925 

978 

Yes 

T  owton  . 

887 

132 

37 

1,813 

37 

Yes 

Ulleskelf  . 

1,322 

1,166 

233 

47,769 

226 

Yes 

West  Tadcaster  . 

1,500 

2,135 

900 

139,195 

900 

Yes 

72,982 

26,695 

9,734 

834,885 

9.590 

Approx. 

Gas  and  Electricity  99% 

Hereditaments  22,268 
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857,153 


NEW  HOUSING  CONSTRUCTION,  1963 

Table  I  (Housing  Statistics)  given  below  indicates  in 
Parish  order  where  the  new  houses  (374  in  total)  were  com¬ 
pleted,  and  it  also  shows  the  new  dwellings  under  construction 
at  the  end  of  the  year.  The  private  development  has  taken 
place  mainly  in  the  parishes  of  Barwick-in-Elmet,  Great  and 
Little  Preston,  Swillington  and  West  Tadcaster.  Sixteen 
additional  units  of  accommodation  were  also  provided  by 
adaptation,  i.e.  the  conversion  of  blocks  of  hostels  at  Sher- 
burn-in-Elmet  erected  during  the  war  by  the  Ministry  of 
Aircraft  Production.  These  conversions  were  carried  out  by 
private  enterprise. 

30  new  Council  houses  were  completed  during  the  year, 
and  Mr.  E.  D.  Te'tlow,  the  Council’s  Manager,  informs  me 
that  at  the  end  of  the  year  the  total  number  of  dwellings 
controlled  by  the  Council  was  2,416,  and  that  the  estimated 
number  of  applicants  for  the  tenancy  of  Council  houses  was 
753. 


Table  I 

Parish  . 

(  Housing 

New  Houses 
..  completed 

Statistics) 

New  Houses 
under 

Conversions 

and 

Aberford  .... 

Council 

Private 

1 

construction 
Council  Private 

Adaptations 

Acaster  Malbis  .... 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Appleton  Roebuck 

— ■ 

4 

1 

— 

Askham  Bryan  . 

— 

9 

— 

2 

— 

Barkston  Ash  .... 

— 

1 

— 

6 

— 

Barwick-in-Elmet 

— 

154 

— 

25 

— 

Bilbrough 

.... 

— 

7 

— 

3 

— 

Bishopthorpe 

— 

2 

— 

6 

— 

Bolton  Percy 

.... 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Copmanthorpe  .... 

.... 

21 

4 

— 

45 

— 

East  Tadcaster  .... 

— 

4 

— 

20 

— 

Great  and  Little  Preston 

— 

17 

— 

9 

— 

Huddleston-with- 

Newthorpe 

_ 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Kirk  Fenton 

..... 

— 

2 

— 

1 

— 

Ledsham  .... 

....1 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

Ledston 

,„fl 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Micklefield  ...^ 

— 

1 

— 

4 

— 

Oxton  . 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Sherburn-in-Elmet 

— 

12 

— 

23 

16 

South  Milford  .... 

— 

1 

— 

8 

— 

Sutton-cum-Hazlewood 

— 

12 

10 

— 

— 

Swillington 

.... 

— 

65 

— 

49 

— 

Ulleskelf 

..... 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

West  Tadcaster 

9 

45 

103 

13 

— 

30 

344 

113 

220 

16 
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TADCASTER  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 
Housing  Acts,  1936  to  1957 

Table  2  (Housing  Statistics)  given  below  indicates  the 
details  making  up  the  Council’s  five-year  programme  in  con¬ 
nection  with  unfit  houses  throughout  the  District.  This  is 
the  programme  which  was  considered  by  the  special  Sub- 
Committee  of  the  Public  Health  and  Housing  Committees  in 
October,  1954. 

Total 

Houses 


Original 

No.  in 
confirmed 

Already 

Remaining 

represented 
Total  in  Post-War 

Survey 

orders  not 

dealt 

to  be 

to  be 

period  to 

Total 

re- housed 

with 

represented  re-housed 

31.12.63 

Aberford  . . 

65 

— 

5 

60 

60 

37 

Acaster  Malbis 

7 

4 

1 

2 

6 

13 

Acaster  Selby  .... 

1 

— • 

— 

1 

1 

3 

Appleton  Roebuck 

9 

— 

— 

1 

1 

9 

Askham  Bryan 

15 

— 

2 

13 

13 

15 

Askham  Richard 

1 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

Austhorpe  . 

6 

— 

2 

4 

4 

— 

Barkston  Ash  .... 

*21 

2 

13 

6 

8 

5 

Barwick-in-Elmet 

31 

— 

11 

20 

20 

23 

Biggin  ....  .... 

*  7 

2 

2 

3 

5 

1 

Bilbrough 

7 

— 

1 

6 

6 

— 

Bishopthorpe 

14 

— 

5 

9 

9 

13 

Bolton  Percy  .... 

3 

— 

— 

3 

3 

4 

Catterton  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Colton  ....  . 

5 

— 

1 

4 

4 

1 

Copmanthorpe 

14 

— 

1 

13 

13 

19 

East  Tadcaster 

59 

— 

3 

56 

56 

60 

Grimston  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

Healaugh  . . 

6 

— 

— 

6 

6 

6 

Huddles  ton-with- 
Newthorpe 

1 

_ 

_ 

1 

1 

_ 

Great  and 

Little  Preston 

195 

84 

50 

61 

145 

199 

Kirk  Fenton 

18 

7 

4 

7 

14 

25 

Kirkby  Wharfe 

1 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

Lead  ....  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Little  Fenton  .... 

1 

1 

1 

— 

1 

1 

Ledsham 

13 

1 

— 

12 

13 

31 

Ledston  ....  ..., 

8 

— 

1 

7 

7 

5 

Lotherton-cum- 

Aberford 

17 

1 

7 

9 

10 

19 

Micklefield  ...,■ 

21 

— 

— 

21 

21 

51 

Newton  Kyme  .... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Oxton  ....  . 

— 

— 

r — 

— 

— 

— 

Parlington  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ryther-cum- 
Ozendyke  .... 

8 

_ 

. 

8 

8 

10 

Saxton-cum- 

Scarthingwell 

*16 

9 

7 

_ 

9 

5 

Sherburn-in-Elmet 

*15 

3 

— 

12 

15 

19 

South  Milford  .... 

11 

— 

1 

10 

10 

38 

Steeton  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sturton  Grange 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Stutton-cum- 

Hazlewood 

23 

_ 

2 

21 

21 

22 

35 


Original 

No.  in 
confirmed 

Already 

Remaining 

Total 

Total 
Houses 
represented 
in  Post-War 

Survey 

orders  not 

dealt 

to  be 

to  be 

period  to 

Swillington 

Total 

re- housed 

with 

represented  re- housed  31.12.63 

22 

— 

11 

11 

11 

44 

Towton  . 

3 

— 

1 

2 

2 

_ 

Ulleskelf  . 

*13 

— 

6 

7 

7 

2 

West  Tadcaster 

103 

— 

2 

101 

101 

94 

752 

114 

140 

499 

613 

777 

*  This  figure  of  752  includes  houses  in  the  parishes  marked  with  an  asterisk  which 
were  still  occupied  but  where  Clearance  Orders  or  Demolition  Orders  had  been  made 
prior  to  September,  1939. 


Housing  Statistics  (Table  3)  given  below  indicates  in 
parish  order  the  details  concerning  the  representation  of  In¬ 
dividual  Unfit  Houses  during  the  year. 

Under  the  provisions  of  section  16  of  the  Housing  Act, 
1957,  if  a  house  is  unfit  for  human  habitation  and  is  not  cap¬ 
able  of  being  rendered  fit  at  a  reasonable'  cost,  it  can  be  the 
subject  of  an  official  representation.  If  this  representation 
is  accepted  by  the  Council  they  are  required  to  serve'  on  the 
owner  or  person  having  control  of  the  house  what  is  known 
as  a  “time  and  place”  notice.  This  notice  gives  the  owner  the 
opportunity  of  appearing  before  the  appropriate  Committee 
of  the  Council  to  state  his  case  regarding  the  future  of  the 
house  in  question,  or  as  an  alternative  he  may  submit  in 
writing  an  offer  to : 

(a)  have  the  house  repaired  to  the  satisfaction  of  the 
Council, 

(b)  change’  the  user  of  the  house  from  domestic  to  some 
other  user  approved  by  the  Council, 

(c)  give  an  undertaking  to  discontinue  the  use  of  the 
house  for  human  habitation  until  the  Council  are 
satisfied  that  it  has  been  made  fit  and  cancel  the 
undertaking. 

If  no  offer  is  made  at  all  concerning  the  house  the  Council 
are  required  to  make  a  Demolition  Order,  or  alternatively, 
they  may  make  a  Closing  Order. 

Under  the'  provisions  of  section  24  of  the  Housing'  Act, 
1957,  the  owner  of  a  house  which  is  the  subject  of  an  oper¬ 
ative  Demolition  Order  may  submit  to  the  Council  a  scheme 
for  the  renovation  of  the  house.  The  Council  may  approve 
the  scheme',  and  if  the  works  are  completed  to  their  satis¬ 
faction  they  shall  revoke  the  Demolition  Order. 

The  table  shows  the  total  number  of  houses  demolished 
during  the  year,  following  action  during  1963  or  in  previous 
years. 
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Parish 

Acaster  Malbis 

Appleton  Roebuck 

Barwick-in-Elmet 

Bolton  Percy 

Copmanthorpe 

East  Tadcaster 

Healaugh 

Kirk  Fenton  .... 

Ledston 

Ryther 

Saxton 

Sherburn 

Swillington 

West  Tadcaster 


No.  of 
represent¬ 
ations 


1 

2 

1 

1 

2 

1 

2 

2 

3 


Demolition 

Orders 

made 


Undertakings 
accepted  or 
Closing 

Orders  Houses 

made  Demolished 

—  1 

—  1 


1 


5 


2 


1 

(Closing  _ 

Orders) 


2 

6 

1 


1 


I  (Under¬ 
taking) 


3 


15  10  3  12 


PART  III— CLEARANCE  AREAS 

Your  Medical  Officer  of  Health  did  not  represent  any 
Clearance  Areas  during  the  year. 


HOUSING  (FINANCIAL  PROVISIONS)  ACTS,  1958-1859 

Discretionary  and  Standard  Improvement  Grants  and 

Adaptations 

Under  the  above  Acts  the  Council  make  grants  towards 
the  cost  of  improving  existing  houses,  and  also  for  the 
provision  of  additional  houses  from  existing  units  of  ac¬ 
commodation,  i.e.  making  one  house  into  two  or  more,  and 
by  the  adaptation  of  premises  not  previously  used  as  housing 
accommodation. 

Discretionary  Grant.  To  qualify  for  this  the  work  must 
consist  of  providing  amenities  which  the  house  does  not 
already  possess,  i.e.  bath  room,  water  closet,  electric  or  other 
form  of  artificial  lighting,  hot  water,  wash  basin,  damp¬ 
proofing  of  walls  and  floors,  replacement  of  old  and  wasteful 
types  of  solid  fuel  cooking  appliances.  Any  ne'cessary  repairs 
to  the  house  must  be  carried  out  (without  the  aid  of  grant) 
at  the  same  time  as  improvements  are  done,  so  that  when  all 
the  work  is  completed  the  house  is  modernised  to  last  for  at 
least  another  twenty  years.  In  approved  cases  a  grant  of  up 
to  50%  of  the  cost  of  the  improvement  or  adaptation  works 
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may  be  paid.  To  qualify  for  a  grant  an  applicant  must  spend 
a  minimum  of  £100  per  house,  and  the  ceiling  figure'  on  which 
a  grant  may  be  paid  is  £800,  i.e.  the  grant  may  vary  from  £50 
to  £400.  It  should  be  noted  that  the  Council  are  not  permitted 
to  make  a  grant  towards  the  cost  of  enlarging  a  house,  such 
as  providing  an  additional  bedroom. 

The  Standard  Grant,  which  was  introduced  in  1959,  is  a 
little  less  ambitious  than  the  Discretionary  Grant  and  is  con¬ 
fined  to  five  specific  items  of  improvement  work,  each  of 
which  carries  a  fixed  amount  of  grant  or  half  cost  of  the 
work  if  less.  These  items  are : 


Water  Closet  within  the'  house 

Fixed  bath  or  shower  in  a  separate  room 

Wash  Basin 

Hot  water  supply  to  bath,  basin  and  sink 
Food  Store  . 


£40 
£25 
£  5 
£75 
£10 


£155 


An  owner,  or  lease-holder  with  a  lease  which  has  at  least 
15  years  to  run,  can  obtain  this  Standard  Grant  as  a  right, 
provided  that  the  house  will  be  reasonably  fit  to  live  in  for 
15  years  after  the  work  has  been  done,  and  will  be  kept  as  a 
house  for  that  period. 


During  the  year  applications  in  respect  of  129  houses 
were  approved  by  the  Council,  and  in  98  houses  improvement 
grant  work  was  completed  in  the  following  parishes: 


Aberford  . 

Appleton  Roebuck 

Askham  Bryan . 

Askham  Richard 
Barkston  Ash  .... 
Barwick-in-Elmet 

Bishopthorpe  . 

Bolton  Percy  . 

Colton  . 

Copmanthorpe  . 

East  Tadcaster . 

Great  and  Little  Preston 

Grimston  . 

Healaugh  . 

Kirk  Fenton  . 

Lead  . 

Little  Fenton  . 

Ledsham  . 


3 

2 

1 

1 

1 

2 

8 

1 

2 

2 

3 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

2 
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Micklefield  .  21 

Newton  Kyme .  2 

Ryther  .  3 

Saxton  .  2 

Sherburn  .  19 

South  Milford .  6 

West  Tadcaster  .  10 


98 


PRIVY  REPLACEMENTS 

The'  work  of  privy  replacement  continued  steadily 
throughout  the  year,  and  in  all  63  replacements  were  com¬ 
pleted.  Provision  is  made  in  the  annual  estimates  to  make 
grants  available  towards  the  cost  of  this  work. 

In  some  parts  of  the  district  the  work  is  still  held  up 
owing  to  inadequate  sewerage  facilities,  particularly  in  the 
parishes  of  Appleton  Roebuck,  Bolton  Percy,  Church  Fenton, 
Saxton  and  Ulleskelf,  where  owners  have  not  been  pressed  to 
carry  out  replacements.  When  the  new  sewerage  schemes  are 
completed  the  Council  will  require  all  houses  to  be  provided 
with  water  closets  wherever  possible. 

At  the  present  time,  replacements  are  carried  out  in  three 
ways,  viz. : 

(a)  by  the  service  of  Statutory  Notices  under  section  47 
of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  the'  Council  being 
required  under  the  terms  of  the  notice  to  pay  one 
half  of  the  cost  of  the'  work  reasonably  incurred.  A 
notice  under  this  section  may  be  served  only  if  the 
building  has  a  sufficient  water  supply  and  sewer  avail¬ 
able. 

(b)  by  owners  voluntarily  carrying  out  the  work  in  which 
case  the  Council  make  a  grant  towards  the  cost.  At 
the  present  time  the  grant  is  £25  per  replacement  or 
half  the  actual  cost,  whichever  is  the  lowest  figure. 

(c)  where  a  grant  is  available  as  part  of  improvements 
carried  out  under  the  provisions  of  the  Housing 
(Financial  Provisions)  Acts,  1958  and  1959  (Discre¬ 
tionary  and  Standard  Grants). 

The  following  list  in  parish  order  indicates  where  the 
replacements  were  carried  out  during  the  year: 
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1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

3 
2 

15 

1 

2 

4 
3 
1 
1 
1 
3 
1 
1 
2 
1 
2 
3 
2 
1 

5 
3 

63 


DRAINAGE,  SEWERAGE  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL 

Table  1,  shown  earlier  in  the  report,  indicates  those 
parishes  which  are  provided  or  part  provided  with  se'werage 
and  sewage  disposal  facilities,  but  at  the  present  time  only 
those  sewage  disposal  works  at  Askham  Bryan,  Barwick-in- 
Elmet,  Bilbrough,  Ledsham,  Ledston  Luck,  Micklefield, 
Sherburn,  Swillington,  Towton,  and  the  new  works  at  Tad- 
caster  for  domestic  sewage  treatment,  can  be  regarded  as 
being  up  to  modern  standards.  Some  of  these  works  are 
becoming  overloaded. 

In  certain  parts  of  the  district  drainage  facilities  are  made 
available  by  neighbouring  authorities.  In  the  parish  of  New¬ 
ton  Kyme  47  houses  near  the  railway  level  crossing  are 
drained  to  the  Thorp  Arch  Works  of  the  Wetherby  R.D.C., 
and  a  number  of  properties  at  Great  Preston  and  Swillington 
are  drained  into  the  sewers  of  the  Garforth  Urban  District. 
The  seVcage  from  the  villages  of  Bishopthorpe  and  Copman- 
thorpe  is  pumped  to  the  York  Corporation’s  works  at  Naburn. 
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Aberford  . 

Acaster  Malbis . 

Appleton  Roebuck 
Askham  Richard 

Barkston  Ash  . 

Barwick-in-Elmet 

Biggin  . 

Bishopthorpe  . 

Bolton  Percy  . 

Colton  . 

Copmanthorpe  . 

East  Tadcaster . 

Great  and  Little  Preston 

Grimston  . 

Healaugh  . 

Kirk  Fenton  . 

Lead  . 

Little  Fenton  . 

Ledsham  . 

Lotherton 

Newton  Kyme . 

Ryther  . 

Saxton  . 

Sherburn  . 

South  Milford  .... 

West  Tadcaster 


Certain  parts  of  the  district  still  have  sewers  and  disposal 
works  which  are  inadequate  and  which  have  from  time  to 
time  been  the  cause  for  complaints.  To  deal  with  these'  un¬ 
satisfactory  conditions,  several  new  schemes  have  been  or 
are  being  prepared  by  the  Council’s  Consulting  Engineer  and 
your  own  Engineer  and  Surveyor.  The  position  regarding 
these  schemes  at  the  end  of  the  year  is  described  as  follows : 

Appleton  Roebuck,  Bolton  Percy  &  Ulleskelf — one  major 
combined  scheme  in  principle  in  1955.  Instead  of  a  separate 
disposal  works  for  this  scheme  the  Council’s  Consultng'  En¬ 
gineer  is  now  preparing  a  scheme  to  have  the  sewage  from 
these  three  villages  pumped  into1  the  new  works  at  Tadcaster. 
The  sewage  from  the  village  of  Colton  is  also  to  come  in  with 
this  scheme. 

Barkston  Ash,  Saxton  and  Church  Fenton — one  major 
scheme  approved  in  principle  some  years  ago.  Commence¬ 
ment  of  the'  work  on  this  scheme  is  deferred  until  substantial 
progress  is  made  with  the  work  on  the  scheme  mentioned 
above,  and  it  is  now  proposed  to  pump  the  sewage  from  these 
three  villages  to  a  new  and  larger  works  at  Sherburn-in- 
Elmet. 

Sherburn-in-Elmet  and  South  Milford — a  joint  scheme  is 
being  prepared  by  the  Council’s  Engineer  and  Surveyor,  and 
a  new  site  at  Sherburn  is  being  sought  for  the'  works. 

Healaugh — the  scheme  for  this  village  was  still  with  the 
Ministry  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

Askham  Richard — the  Council’s  Engineer  and  Surveyor 
is  to  prepare  a  scheme  for  this  village;  the  sewage  to  be 
pumped  to  an  enlarged  works  at  Askham  Bryan. 

Towton — a  scheme  is  being  prepared  by  the  Council’s 
Engineer  and  Surveyor  for  the  enlargement  of  the  works 
serving  this  village. 

Some  of  the  smaller  remote  parishes  and  villages  still 
lack  sewerage  facilities,  but  it  is  not  possible  to'  forecast  as 
to  when  these  may  be  provided. 


WATER  SUPPLY 

Grouping  of  Waiter  Undertakings 

On  the  1st  April,  1960,  the  major  portion  of  the  Council’s 
Water  Undertaking  was  transferred  to  the  Leeds  Corporation. 
The  remainder  of  the  Council’s  water  undertakings,  i.e.  those 
parishes  in  the  Ainsty  area  of  the  District  supplied  by  the 
York  Waterworks  Company  were  transferred  to  the  Com¬ 
pany  on  the  1st  April,  1963. 
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SOURCES 

Bilbrough 

This  is  the  original  Tadcaster  supply  and  the  water  is 
derived  from  a  deep  bore-hole  in  the  sandstone  about  four 
miles  to  the  east  of  the  town.  It  was  intended  that  when  the 
Leeds  Corporation  took  over  this  supply  it  would  only  be 
used  as  a  stand-by,  but  for  the  most  of  the  year  it  continued 
to  supply  most  of  the  area  it  originally  served.  It  is  now 
understood  that  the  Bilbrough  supply  will  continue  to  be  used 
until  the  Leeds  Corporation’s  scheme  for  the  abstraction  of 
water  from  the  River  Derwent  is  completed. 

The  Bilbrough  water  is  very  clear,  but  being  from  a  bore¬ 
hole  it  is  rather  hard  in  its  raw  state'.  Before  it  is  turned 
into  the  mains  it  is  softened  to  give  a  figure  of  hardness  of 
6-8  deg.  The  water  is  also  chlorinated. 

Eleven  samples  of  water  from  this  source  were  submitted 
for  bacteriological  examination  and  ten  were  reported  as 
being  satisfactory.  The  one  unsatisfactory  sample  was 
thought  to  be  due  to  minor  trouble  with  the  chlorinator. 

Leeds  Corporation  Supply. 

This  water  is  derived  from  the  Corporation’s  reservoirs 
in  the  Washburn  Valley  near  Blubberhouse's,  and  also  from 
the  Leighton  reservoir  near  Masham.  Being  a  moorland 
water  it  is  very  soft  and  extremely  suitable  for  domestic  use. 
It  is  filtered  and  chlorinated  by  the'  Corporation.  In  its  raw 
state  it  is  slightly  acid  in  reaction,  and  two  samples  were 
taken  in  the  district  from  examination  for  plumbo'-solvencv, 
both  being  negative. 

Eight  samples  were  taken  during  the  year  for  bacterio¬ 
logical  examination  and  two  were  reported  as  unsatisfactory. 
It  was  thought  that  this  was  due  to  some  slight  local  con¬ 
tamination  after  the  water  had  left  the  main. 

This  water  can  be  supplied  to  the  following  parishes : — 

Aberford,  Austhorpe,  Barkston  Ash,  Barwick-in-Elmet, 
Bilbrough,  Catterton,  East  Tadcaster,  Great  and  Little  Pres¬ 
ton,  Grimston,  Kirk  Fenton,  Kirkby  Wiharfe,  Huddleston- 
with-Newthorpe,  Lead,  Ledston,  Ledsham  (village),  Little 
Fenton,  Lotherton,  Micklefield,  Ne'wton  Kyme,  Parlington, 
Ryther,  Saxton,  Sherburn-in-Elmet,  South  Milford,  Steeton, 
Sturton  Grange,  Stutton,  Swillington,  Towton,  Ulleskelf  and 
West  Tadcaster. 

York  Waterworks  Company 

The  company  derive  their  water  from  the  Rive'r  Ouse  at 
Clifton,  York.  It  is  purchased  in  bulk  by  your  Council  and 
distributed  to  the  following  parishes : — 
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Acaster  Malbis,  Acaster  Selby,  Appleton  Roebuck, 
Askham  Bryan,  Askham  Richard,  Bolton  Pe'rcy,  Colton  and 
Copmanthorpe.  The  parish  of  Bishopthorpe  is  supplied  direct 
by  the  Company,  who  levy  their  own  water  rate  in  this  parish. 

It  is  possible,  when  necessary,  for  the  above  parishes, 
with  the  exception  of  Acaster  Malbis  and  Bishopthorpe',  to  be 
supplied  from  the  mains  now  controlled  by  the  Leeds  Cor¬ 
poration. 

The  York  water  is  filtered  and  chlorinated  by  the  Com¬ 
pany  and  has  a  hardness  figure  of  11-14  deg.  Eleven  samples 
of  this  water  were  submitted  for  bacteriological  examination, 
ten  being  reported  as  satisfactory.  The  unsatisfactory  sample 
was  considered  to  be  due  to  some  slight  local  contamination 
at  the  storage  tank  in  Askham  Richard. 

Selby  U.D.C. 

This  is  the  supply  provided  during  the  war  by  the  Air 
Ministry  to  augment  the  existing  arrangements  mainly  for 
the  Royal  Air  Force  Station  at  Church  Fenton.  The  village 
of  Biggin  is  supplied  from  this  main,  and  the'  lower  portion 
of  Sherburn  (Moor  Lane  area)  can  also  be  supplied  from  this 
source  when  required. 

The  water  is  derived  from  the  Urban  Council's  bore-hole 
at  Brayton  Barff,  and  the  supply  within  your  Council’s  area 
is  now  controlled  by  the  Leeds  Corporation. 

General 

At  the  end  of  the  year  approximately  99%  of  the  houses 
in  the  district  were  provided  with  a  piped  water  supply. 


REFUSE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL 
Organisation 

The  present  fleet  of  vehicles  consists  of : — 

Two  “  S  &  D”  Fore  and  Aft  Tippers  (one  fitted  with  Diesel 
Engine). 

Three  “  Karrier  ”  Dual-tip  Vehicles  fitted  with  Diesel  Engines. 
One  “  Karrier  ”  12  cu.  yd.  Side  Loading  Vehicle  fitted  with 
Diesel  Engine. 

Two  “  Dennis  ”  7  cu.  yd.  Vehicles  (side  loaders  fitted  with 
petrol  engines),  one  of  which  was  retained  as  a  spare. 

The  District  is  divided  into  seven  areas,  these'  being  as 
follows : — 
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Part  Ainsty  (12  parishes 
or  part  parishes) 

Tadcaster  (including  part 
of  Ainsty  (8  parishes 
or  part  parishes) 

Barwick  (2  parishes) 

Aberford,  &  Micklefield 
(5  parishes  and  1  part 
parish) 

Sherburn  and  South 
Milford 


Church  Fenton  (12  par¬ 
ishes  or  part  parishes) 

Great  Preston  and  Swil- 
lington  (4  parishes) 


One  “Dennis”  7  cu.  yd.  vehicle  and 
3  men. 

One  “S  &  D”  (Diesel)  Fore  and 
Aft  Tipper  and  5  men.  This  vehicle 
is  engaged  solely  on  the  emptying 
of  dust  bins. 

One  “Karrier”  Dual-Tip  vehicle 
and  4  men. 

One  “Karrier”  Dual-Tip  vehicle 
and  4  men. 

One  “S  &  D”  (Petrol  Engine)  Fore 
and  Aft  Tipper  and  5  men.  This 
vehicle  also  collects  from  the  mar¬ 
ried  quarters  at  Church  Fenton 
Aerodrome. 

One  “Karrier”  12  cu.  yd.  Side  Load¬ 
ing  vehicle  and  3  men. 

One  “Karrier”  Dual-Tip  vehicle 
and  4  men. 


During  holidays  or  sickness,  vehicles  and  their  crews  are 
sometimes  switched  from  one  area  to  another  in  order  to  help 
maintain  the  collection  service. 

As  the  District  is  steadily  increasing  in  population  and 
new  houses  (approx.  400  new  houses  are  being  completed  each 
year)  the  Council  will  in  the  near  future  be  giving  consider¬ 
ation  to  the  question  of  the  provision  of  an  additional  vehicle 
with  some  reorganisation  of  the  present  areas  covered  by  the 
existing  fleet  of  vehicle's. 


Collection  Period 

The  continued  use  of  the  larger  type  of  vehicle,  i.e.  the 
Fore  and  Aft  and  Dual-Tip  types,  has  helped  to*  maintain  the 
improvement  in  the  collection  service  in  some  parts  of  the 
district,  particularly  in  the  Barwick  area.  In  the  western 
side  of  the  district  many  of  the  householders  receive  home 
coal  and  the  dust  bins  in  these  parts  are  emptied  weekly. 
Elsewhere  the  period  is  seven  to  nine  days,  but  this  may  be 
extended  at  times  due  to  absences  for  holidays  and  sickness. 
Pail  closets  are  emptied  weekly,  and  ashpits  from  four  to 
eight  weeks  whenever  possible.  Fortunately,  the  number  of 
pail  closets  and  ashpits  in  the  district  is  steadily  diminishing. 
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Disposal 

Disposal  is  by  means  of  tipping  at  various  tips  through¬ 
out  the  district.  These  are  at  Barwick,  Tadcaster,  Mickle- 
field  and  Scarthingwell.  Tipping  at  Barwick  and  Tadcaster 
ceased  temporarily  during  the  year.  A  tip  at  East  Garforth 
owned  by  the  Garforth  U.D.C.  is  also  used  by  your  Council. 
Plant  is  hired  wheneve'r  levelling  work  is  required,  and  the 
use  of  the  tractor  in  the  Engineer’s  Department  is  now  avail¬ 
able.  No  serious  trouble  was  encountered  in  the  disposal  of 
refuse  during  the  year. 

Labour  Force 

The  full  labour  force  of  28  men  was  maintained  during 
the  year,  and  the  Joint  Industrial  Council’s  Conditions  of 
Service,  etc.,  are  still  in  operation. 


FOOD  ADMINISTRATION 

MEAT  INSPECTION 

Sherburn  Bacon  Factory 

During  the  year  your  Public  Plealth  Inspectors  made  461 
visits  to  the  factory  and  77J  hours  of  overtime  we're  worked. 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  number  of  pigs  killed, 
together  with  the  amount  of  meat  condemned : — 

Number  of  pigs  killed  ....  85,569 

Condemned .  ....  166  Whole  Carcases 

108  Part  Carcases 
643  Heads 
2,324  Guts 
12,131  Plucks 

The  total  number  of  pigs  killed  shows  an  increase  of 
10,000  on  the  previous  year. 

Private  Slaughterhouses 

During  the  year  560  visits  were  made  to  slaughterhouses 
and  shops  for  meat  inspection. 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  animals  killed,  to¬ 
gether  with  the  estimated  weigth  of  meat  condemned  : — 

447  Bullocks 
142  Heifers 

3  Calves  Estimated  weight 

1,156  Sheep  condemned  7\  cwts. 

496  Pigs 
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Two  emergency  slaughters  were  notified  and  the  carcases 
and  organs  of  one  bullock  and  one  calf  inspected.  The  car¬ 
case  and  organs  of  the  calf  were  condemned. 

Six  licensed  slaughterhouses  operated  during  the'  year. 

The  Meat  Inspection  Regulations,  1963 

ft 

The  above  regulations  came  into  force  on  the  1st  October 
1963.  Briefly,  they  require  that  all  carcase's  of  animals 
slaughtered  for  human  consumption  shall  be  inspected  by  a 
qualified  officer  of  the  Council ;  also  after  inspection  the  car¬ 
cases  are  required  to  be  stamped,  the'  stamp  bearing  the  name 
of  the  Local  Authority  and  identifying  the  inspector  who 
made  the  inspection. 

Local  Authorities  are  given  a  period  of  two  years,  i  e. 
until  the  1st  October,  1965,  to  fully  implement  the  regula¬ 
tions.  As  it  was  apparent  to  your  Council  that  additional 
staff  would  be  required  to  carry  out  these  Regulations  at  the 
Bacon  Factory,  the  necessary  steps  were  taken  to  appoint 
them,  but  at  the  end  of  the  year  no  appointments  had  been 
made. 

General 

42  visits  were  made  in  connection  with  the  inspection  of 
miscellaneous  foods,  and  the  following  were  condemned : — 

31  -  121b.  Tins  of  Cooked  Ham. 

12  lbs.  Sausages 

8  dozen  Fish  Fingers 

90  portions  of  Ice  Cream  Products. 

121  Tins  of  Miscellaneous  Foods. 

Disposal  of  Condemned  Food 

This  is  almost  entirely  confined  to  condemned  meat, 
which  is  dealt  with  at  the  Sherburn  Bacon  Factory  By- 
Products  Plant. 


FOOD  HYGIENE  REGULATIONS,  1955-1960 

Given  below  are  some  of  the'  details  of  the  various  pre¬ 
mises  and  the  work  in  connection  with  them  during  the  year : 

Foodl  Premises 

Number  of  Grocers  Shops  .  103 

Number  of  Butchers  Shops  .  25 

Number  of  Other  Food  Shops  ....  7 
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Registered!  Food  Premises 

Sale  of  Ice  Cream  .  78 

Manufacture'  of  Sausages,  Pies,  etc .  26 

Fried  Fish  Premises  .  10 

Retail  Milk  Sellers  (with  premises  in 

District)  .  11 

Ice  Cream  (Heat  Treatment,  etc.)  Regulations,  1947-1952 
Food  Hygiene  Regulations,  1960 

I  give  below  a  list  of  items  of  work  carried  out  at  vari¬ 
ous  premises  (including  licensed  premises)  following  informal 
requests  from  the  Department : — 

Cleaning  and  decoration  .  5 

Structural  repairs  and  improvements  2 

Hot  and  cold  water  with  sink  or  wash 

basin .  3 

New  or  additional  water  closets  ....  4 

GENERAL  SANITATION 

Abatement  of  Nutisiances  and  Repairs  of  Dwellings*  etc. 

Following  the  service  of  informal  notices,  work  in  con¬ 
nection  with  46  of  these  notices  was  carried  out.  These 
included  such  items  as  roof  repairs,  the  remedying  of  damp¬ 
ness,  repairs  to  floors,  gutters,  fall  pipes,  windows,  closets, 
fireplaces,  etc.,  and  the  cleansing  of  blocked  drains  and 
private  sewers,  the  installation  of  sinks  and  internal  water 
supplies,  the  provision  and  replacement  of  dust  bins,  and  the 
abolition  of  ash  pits. 

Disinfestation,  etc. 

20  visits  were  made  in  connection  with  the  above  and  14 
houses  and  other  premises  were  disinfested  for  vermin  or 
other  insect  pests. 

Rent  Act,  1957 

No  applications  for  Certificates  of  Disrepair  were  received 
during  the  year. 

Rodlent  Control 

This  service  continued  throughout  the  year  and  the  em¬ 
ployment  of  a  full-time  rodent  operative  was  maintained,  a 
small  amount  of  his  time'  being  diverted  to  other  duties. 
Altogether  a  total  of  1,208  visits  were  made  by  the  rodent 
operative  and  your  Public  Health  Inspectors  and  590  treat- 
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ments  were  given  to  247  infestations.  These  were  mainly 
on  refuse  tips,  sewage  disposal  works  and  dykes,  sewerage 
systems,  domestic  and  non-domestic  premises  and  agricultural 
and  horticultural  premises.  The  methods  of  control  advocated 
by  the  Minister  of  Agriculture  were  used,  and  the  Minister’s 
area  officer,  who  visits  the  district  from  time  to  time',  has 
expressed  his  satisfaction  of  the  way  in  which  the  work  is 
carried  out. 

National  Assistance  Act,  1948 

During  the  year  it  was  necessary  for  the  Department  to 
make  arrangements  for  two'  burials  under  this  Act. 

Emptying  of  Cesspools 

During  the  year  186  cesspools  were  emptied.  Modern 
machines  are  hired  from  neighbouring  authorities  and  the 
work  is  carried  out  in  an  expeditious  manne'r  without  giving 
rise  to  complaints.  A  charge  for  this  service  is  made,  being 
based  on  rateable  value  for  domestic  premise's,  but  for  non¬ 
domestic  premises  the  actual  time  is  charged.  It  can  still  be 
said  that  the  service  seems  to  be  generally  appreciated  by 
occupiers  of  premises  not  served  by  any  sewerage  system. 
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